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life. But, in this connection we should bear in mind the
truth of an observation made by Lord Balfour. In his
introduction to the new edition of Bagehot's l< English
Constitution/' he writes :
" If we would find the true basis of the long-drawn
process which has gradually converted medieval monarchy
into a modern democracy, the process by which so much
has been changed and so little destroyed, we must study
temperament and character rather than intellect and theory"*
This is a truth which those who recommend the wholesale
adoption of British institutions in strange lands might
remember with advantage. Such an experiment can hardly
be without dangers. Constitutions are easily copied,
temperaments are not; and if it should happen that the
borrowed constitution and native temperament fail to
correspond, the misfit may have serious results. It matters
little what other gifts a people may possess if they are
wanting in those which, from this point of view, are of most
importance/5
I commend these words to the propertied and privileged
classes of India. With the establishment of British rule
in India, after a period of anarchical chaos, their position was
made more secure than that of the cultivators, artisans and
labourers. Taking the full advantages of land laws, educa-
tion, commercial facilities and settled government, they
were able to strengthen their hold on the masses and to use
the power and prestige thus acquired for their own interest.
A great lover of Indian villagers, Sir Daniel Hamilton,
describes India as being " the paradise of the parasites who
feed and fatten on the labour of the people." Mr. Montagu
observed that the aristocracy created by Land Tenure
systems in India " stands upon a conception of social order
which is not easily reconcilable with the hustings and the
ballot-box." The landlords, merchants, money-lenders and
other privileged classes in India have now the onerous
duty of refuting the charge that in demanding a democratic
1 Italics are mine,

